
An Open Letter to Centre Wellington’s Agents of Change!

Dear	Friends,	

I	am	so	excited	to	be	able	to	share	with	you	the	important	work	being	done	by	YOU	and		
The	Community	of	St.	James	in	Centre	Wellington.	

Together	we	are	reaching	into	our	community	on	a	daily	basis.	With	the	gifts	you	have	so	generously	
contributed,	you	are	feeding	people,	planting	seeds	(figuratively	and	quite	literally	through	our	Planting	
Hope	and	Home	Alone	&	Happy	programmes),	and	being	open	and	available	to	strategize	about	meeting	
the	needs	of	our	neighbours.		

In	fact,	this	is	really	just	that:	a	story	being	good	neighbours!		

Since	the	onset	of	the	pandemic	in	2020,	you	have	contributed	your	time	as	volunteer	drivers,	chefs,	food	
packers,	lawn	mowers,	gardeners,	and	so	much	more.	You	have	financed	these	labours	of	love	with	
generous,	one-time	offerings.	Some	of	you	have	committed	to	monthly	donations,	a	reality	that	keeps	the	
planning	and	delivery	of	our	good-neighbour	services	easy	to	maintain.	You	are	part	of	a	generous,	
compassionate	community.	Thank	you.	And	thank	you	again!	

I	hope	you	take	a	few	moments	to	read	through	the	stories	and	information	we	have	collected	here	for	you.	
Each	day,	I	get	to	hear	tales	of	gratitude	and	anecdotes	from	volunteers	and	recipients	about	the	positive	
impact	your	work	in	the	community	is	making	on	individual	lives.	As	you	read	on,	you	can	catch	a	glimpse	
of	these	life-changing	events	happening	right	here	in	Fergus,	in	Elora,	in	Belwood,	in	Salem,	and	
throughout	Centre	Wellington.	

What	you	do	every	day	through	your	financial	and	volunteer	gifts	is	to	impact	the	welfare	of	our	whole	
community	in	a	positive	and	life-changing	way.	You	are	the	change-makers!	100%	of	your	gift	stays	in	this	
community	and	100%	of	your	gift	changes	a	life	for	the	better.	I	hope	you	will	choose	—	again	—	to	be	a	
part	of	this	g0od-neighbour	project.	

I	began	this	letter	by	addressing	you	as	an	Agent	of	Change.	I	am	deeply	grateful	for	all	that	you	have	done	
to	be	a	part	of	this	community	work	and	I	look	forward	to	being	your	partner	in	continuing	to	build	a	just	and	
generous	world.	

No	idea	how	to	sign	off…	

Ann	Turner	(The	Rev’d)	
The	Community	of	St.	James	

p.s. Just say Yes… You are a partner for change right here in Centre Wellington!

THE	COMMUNITY	of	ST.	JAMES

ann



THE	COMMUNITY	of	ST.	JAMES

Jean’s	Story:	

You	know	I’m	here!	

Mondays, Thursdays, and Fridays: these are the 
brightest days of my week. As mealtime draws near, 
I wait for that knock at the door. You see, I am a 
single woman, 63 years old, and live on my own 
despite some fairly significant mobility challenges. I 
am fortunate enough to receive some assistance with 
accessible housing, but the difference it makes in my 
life to receive these healthy and tasty meals is huge! 
It is not just the food — although that is important 
— it is also the community connection. It takes me 
beyond my four walls for a few moments and each 
meal arrives with kind words, a brief visit, the 
promise of tasty nutrition, and just as often, an easy shared laugh. A knock at the door, soup or salad, a main 
dish and a desert — I am still living in a community that knows I am here. What can I say? It is sheer 
happiness opening my door to a Centre Wellington Meals-to-Go Volunteer.

The	Montgomery	Family	Story:	

You	give	us	hope!	
A work injury means a reduction in earnings. A large family 
means things like subsidized housing and easy accommodations 
are difficult, not to mention the costs attached to food and 
medical care like physio and mobility aids. We have been in the 
community a long time and struggled much of that time with 
basic living. What a relief it was to discover Centre Wellington 
Meals-to-Go. But the help did not stop there. Never people 
to sit back and wait for help, our family was able to secure a 
garden plot at The Community of St. James. Last summer, we 
grew vegetables and herbs to complement the meals we received 
(and continue to receive) regularly through this community 

outreach. It helps us to hold on to hope knowing our neighbours contribute their care and their time to easing 
our way in community.



THE	COMMUNITY	of	ST.	JAMES

$20	Planting	Hope	You	will	help	community	members	plant	and	
maintain	their	own	gardens…	from	hay	bale,	balcony	plantations	to	local	
community	plots.	Growing	your	own	herbs,	fruits,	and	vegetables	nurtures	a	
feeling	of	self-sufficiency	and	accomplishment	that	is	often	scarce	for	those	
struggling	with	the	basics.	Your	gift	shares	those	seeds,	literally!	Planting	Hope	is	
a	way	for	you	to	help	co-fund	the	upkeep	of	St.	James’	community	garden	and	
the	launch	of	a	new	community	garden	at	Ferrier	Park.Your	gift	is	also	“seed”		
money	for	other	gardening	collaborations	in	our	community.	

$50	Family	Meal	You	will	gift	a	family	of	four	with	healthy,	tasty	
meals	for	a	week.	With	employment	down	and	expenses	up,	it	is	increasingly	
difficult	for	our	recipients	to	make	ends	meet.	You	help	to	take	the	pressure	off	
anyone	having	to	decide	between	rent,	medicine,	and	meals!	Short	of	making	
the	food	and	delivering	it	yourself,	your	gift	puts	food	on	the	table	and	peace	
of	mind	in	the	hearts	of	struggling	parents	and	families.

$100	Home	Alone…&	Happy	You	will	gift	a	senior	or	disabled	
community	member	with	the	assistance	needed	to	stay	at	home.	Imagine	if	
the	only	thing	that	threatened	to	prevent	you	from	staying	in	your	own	place	
was	the	inability	to	have	basic	landscaping,	gardening,	or	light	home	
maintenance	completed.	Each	year,	your	gifts	help	us	to	hire	the	students	—	
yes,	you	help	keep	our	local	students	employed,	too!	—	to	help	with	the	basics:	
lawn	mowing,	trimming,	light	repairs.	You	make	it	possible	for	our	community	
members	to	remain	in	our	community!

$200	Compassion	&	Care	You	fund	the	important	work	of	feeding	
our	community.	You	fund	the	significant	challenge	of	helping	our	neighbours	
stay	in	their	own	homes.	You	fund	“Seeds	of	Hope”	throughout	Centre	
Wellington.	You	do	all	of	this	with	a	generous	gift	that	keeps	these	locally	
administered	programmes	running	and	—	even	better	—	open	to	and	
dreaming	of	meeting	new	needs	as	they	arise.	Compassion	&	Care	is	how	you	
stay	a	part	of	the	solution	through	innovation	and	possibility.

Just say Yes!
A one-time gift, monthly support, annual sponsorship… 

YOU make the difference in our community!
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Yes, I am an Agent of Change! 

I want to be a part of the Good Neighbour project in Centre Wellington!

	 $20	Planting	Hope	 	 $50	Family	Meal	

	 $100	Home	Alone…	&	Happy	 	 $200	Compassion	&	Care	

	 Please	accept	my	gift	of	$_______	!	 	

	 This	is	a	one-time	gift!	 	 I	want	to	contribute	monthly!	

	 Enclosed is my cheque payable to	ST.	JAMES.	

	 I prefer to donate by	 		VISA	or	 		MASTERCARD.	*	

Card	Number	

Expiry	Date	 Security	

Cardholder	Name	

Signature	

*	Credit	Card	gifts	will	be	processed	through	the	Diocese	of	Niagara.	
	 Income	Tax	and	other	receipts	will	be	issued	by	St.	James	Anglican	Church,	Fergus.	

Name	

Mailing	Address	

	 Postal	Code	

Telephone	**	 Email

The	Community	of	St.	James,	171	Queen	St	E,	Fergus,	ON		N1M	1T2	
Telephone:	[519]	843-2141	|	Email:	st.jameschurch@wightman.ca	|	Website:	www.stjamesfergus.ca	

You	can	also	find	us	@	canadahelps.org	by	searching	St.	James	Church,	Fergus,	ON.		

E-transfers	received	at:	etransferstj@gmail.com

http://canadahelps.org
mailto:etransferstj@gmail.com

